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                         English Speaking International Roman Catholic Parish


Ambassade van het Koninkrijk Saudi-Arabie, 

Alexanderstraat 19, 

2514 JM The Hague
The Hague, July 2010

Your Excellency,

As a parishioner of the English Speaking International Roman Catholic Parish of The Hague I am writing to express my concern about the death sentence of Rizana Nafeek. Ms. Nafeek was sentenced to death on June 16, 2007, for the 2005 murder of an infant in her care.

I am particularly concerned because Ms. Nafeek was 17 years old at the time of the crime. Saudi Arabia is a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), which expressly prohibits the execution of offenders for crimes committed when they were under the age of 18, regardless of their age at sentencing.

Additionally, Ms. Nafeek had no access to lawyers at any point during her trial, or during interrogation. Ms. Nafeek confessed to the murder during police questioning, yet has since retracted her confession. Assuring access to a lawyer of her choice to present an appeal ensures an effective opportunity to exercise her right to defense, as well as creates transparency in the death sentencing process. 

I urge you to petition on my behalf His Majesty King Abdullah of Saudi Arabia to have His Royal Highness, demonstrate His respect for justice and human life by commuting the death sentence of Rizana Nafeek.  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Signature:

Complete Name ______________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

