GOLDEN JUBILEE DIOCESE OF ROTTERDAM

On Saturday 4th February a special Mass took place at Rotterdam Cathedral to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of the Diocese of Rotterdam. Exactly 50 years ago the Diocese of Rotterdam was created as a separate entity (formerly the town came under the Diocese of Haarlem). In the same year the Diocese of Groningen was also created.

The service was attended by Prince Willem Alexander and Princess Maxima. The main celebrant was Mgr Luyn, the Bishop of Rotterdam, assisted by Cardinal Simonis and Mgr Bär, both former Bishops of the Diocese. The crowded congregation included many special guests, including the Papal Nuntio, Fr Bacqué, several of the other Dutch Bishops, politicians and representatives of various church communities, congregations and religious orders as well as numerous volunteers and representatives from parishes across The Netherlands.

The theme of the Mass was 'Omnia in Luce clarescunt' (All is clear in the Light) – words spoken by the Patron Saint of the Diocese, St Laurentius. In his homily Bishop van Luyn stressed that to be Catholic meant to let the Light influence all aspects of life. This was underlined in the offertory presentation with its emphasis on the central seven charities (as suggested in Matthew 25) –feeding the sick, giving drink to the thirsty, clothing the naked, visiting the prisoners, comforting the sick, welcoming the stranger and sheltering the homeless. The offertory music was provided by the Cape Verdian community in Rotterdam. (It is worthy of mention that our own parishioner, Rose Gbologah was invited to read the Second Reading at the Mass – a great honour)

After the service Paul Nouwens, ex Director of the ANWB presented to Bishop van Luyn the Jubilee publication "Believing in the Randstad, 50 years of the Diocese of Rotterdam', written by Drs A Oliehoek. The first copy of this book was then presented by the Bishop to the royal couple. Copies were also distributed to all those present.
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A formal reception followed where the celebration programme for the rest of the year was publicised, including a pilgrimage to Taizé, and a photographic competition with the theme of the three 'S's which Bishop van Luyn had suggested in his homily were necessary if today we were to be able to follow the original Christian example of St Laurentius – Spirituality, Solidarity and Simplicity. The celebration closed with formal congratulations being offered by Bishop Punt of Haarlem.    (Photos by P van Mulken
