
Church of  Our Sav iour  Bul le t in 
The English Speaking International Roman Catholic Parish of The Hague 

 

                    1 ï 8 July 2018 
 
Pastor:  Fr. Sjaak de Boer MHM Ph.D      

Deacon: Deacon Paulus Falke TOC M.D. 

 paulusfalke@gmail.com 

Church: Bezuidenhoutseweg 157 

 2594 AG Den Haag 

Parish Office: Koningin Marialaan 2 

 2595 GB DEN HAAG 

 Office Hours 09.30-13.00 

 Weekdays, excluding Wednesday 

Phone: (Office) (070) 328 0816 

E-mail: office@parish.nl 

Website: www.parish.nl 

Bank Account: NL34 ABNA 059.93.46.264 (under the name 'Church of Our Saviour') 

Build With Us Account: NL91 ABNA 045.18.99.806 (under the name 'Church of Our Saviour') 

For all Rental Queries: please visit www.cosrentals.nl, where you will find full information regarding prices, availability 

and conditions of rental. 
 

Eucharistic Schedule:  Reconciliation: 

Weekends at the church:  Weekdays in the chapel: Sunday 16.30-17.00 or by appointment 

Sunday: 10.00, 17.30 Friday 09.30  Religious Education 11.30-12.15, Pastoral Center 

 

     Jubileum Edition                                                                                                                                                       
              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

THIS WEEKôS AGENDA

Sunday, 1 July 

COS 10th Anniversary in Church 

Building & 20th Anniversary of  

Fr. Sjaak as COS Parish Priest 

09.00  Choir Rehearsal 

10.00 MASS 

11.00 Fairtrade Open 

13.30 KKI Mass, Church/Atrium 

16.00 Choir Rehearsal, Choir Loft 

16.30 Confession 

17.30 MASS + Baptism 
 

Monday, 2 July 

19.00 Rosary Prayer Group, Day  

Chapel 
 

Tuesday, 3 July 

09.30 IT Installation 

09.30 Soup Kitchen, Rotterdam 

11.30 B-COS Dutch Conversation 

Class, COS Loft 

18.00  Cordaid Meeting 

19.30  Morning Choir Rehearsal,  

Atrium 
 

Wednesday, 4 July 

OFFICE CLOSED 

10.00 Maintenance Team 

12.30 Dutch Mass 

19.00 SA Meeting, Room 3 

19.30 Christian Meditation, Day 

Chapel 
 

Thursday, 5 July 

12.00 AA Group Meeting, COS Loft 
 

Friday, 6 July 

10.00  Private Rental, Church 

10.00 British Club, Bar 

12.00 Private Rental, Atrium 

19.30 Evening Choir Rehearsal, 

Atrium 

 

Saturday, 7 July 

13.00 Private Rental, Room 5 

13.30 Private Rental, COS Loft 2 

16.00 Baptism, Church 

16.00 Private Rental, Atrium/ Bar/ 

Kitchen 

 

Sunday, 8 July 

09.00 Choir Rehearsal 

10.00 MASS 

16.30 Confessions 

16.30 Choir Rehearsal 

17.30 MASS  

Thirteenth & Fourteenth Sunday  

in Ordinary Time   
 

Psalm Response 

1 July: ñI will praise you, Lord, for you have rescued me.ò 

8 July: ñOur eyes are fixed on the Lord, pleading for his mercy.ò 
 

Readings  

1 July:   WIS 1:13-15; 2:23-24; PS 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11, 12, 13; 
 

 2 COR 8: 13-15; MK 5:21-24, 35B-43  

8 July:   EZ 2:2-5; PS 123:1-2, 2, 3-4; 2 COR 12:7-10; MK 6:1-6 
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On 18 June 1998, during a Sunday morning mass in the school hall of the 

Aloysius College on the Oostduinlaan, I was installed as Pastor of The R.C. 

Church of Our Saviour. Representing the Bishop of Rotterdam Mgr. Van Luyn , 

Marlene Falke (wife of Deacon Paul) read out the letter of appointment in the 

presence of my family and the community. As symbols of installation, I was 

presented with a key to a tabernacle (which had yet to existé!) and the Easter 

Candle.     
 

In the week prior to this, I met with my predecessor Fr. Rafferty  about the ñdos 

and donôtsò of the parish. He gave me one memorable piece of advice, ñGet out 

when you can, because it never stopséò. At the time I didnôt quite understand 

what that meant, but as soon as I realized that twenty-five people had a key to 

my new front door, it began to sink in.  
 

Coming just out of eleven years in a very poor neighbourhood in Rio de Janeiro, 

the Parish House seemed like a mansion. During my first eleven years the stately 

Parish House served as the hub of parish activity, functioning as the Parish 

Office, holding group meetings, hosting social events, and celebrating weekday 

masses. As the community grew, it became clear that we needed a larger space 

to worship, live, and work.  

 

This need initiated a search for a new and more suitable location. Several 

churches in The Hague and Wassenaar were visited however, it was the Diocese 

that advised us to seriously consider our current church: Our Lady of Good 

Counsel. This was an emotional and difficult piece of news for the existing 

community that owned the building at the time. During World War II, their 

beautiful Neo Gothic Church had been accidentally bombed by the British 

Forces. Now again, here came along another English-speaking crowd to take 

over their new one. Many meetings to appease both parties and relieve the 

tensions were held, taking several years for our community to initially become 

only guests of the Dutch Parish.  

 

For nine months during the peak of these difficult negotiations, we worshipped 

at the Church of Christ the King in Mariahoeve (directly next to the school 

where we currently hold our annual Food Fair). Finally, on the 10th of July 2008, 

the care of the church buildings of Our Lady of Good Counsel was entrusted to 

us for the total sum of 1 Euro. However, nothing comes cheap, and with the 

buildings also came the responsibility of all the required maintenance, repairs, 

and renovations which would follow. As our guests, the Dutch community 

continued to stay with us until Advent of 2017.  

 

When we occupied these buildings, many thought, ñhow will we ever fill 

them?ò. Coming from a school hall mass attendance of about 450 people during 

the Pastoral Year (with very low numbers during the holidays), we could not 

imagine filling more than 800 seats in the pews of our new home. However, as 

we have seen all alongé The Lord Always Provides! 

 

During these initial years we have renovated the entire building, built our atrium, 

repaired our heating system and valuable organ, and saw the community grow. 

We said from the very outset, ñthe poor are not going to pay the bills for our new 

big houseò. In other words, even though we now have many more material 

challenges to meet, the attention for charity and people in need should never fade 

into the background. I am very proud of and grateful for the enormous 

generosity of our parishioners and alumni. They have not only covered the costs 

here but have also continued to collect about ú120,000 per year for various 

charities both at home and abroad.  

 

There is a lot to say about the past 10 & 20 years; many anecdotes and emotions 

have been a part of our journey together. One of the greatest rewards however is 

what happens under this roof on Sundays. The liturgies and the spirit of 

community that melds many different nationalities from around the world into 

one family away from home, is unique and special. Many of our alumni say after 

leaving that one of the things they miss most about The Hague is The Church of 

Our Saviour.  

 

Thank you for being part of this tremendous journey. With all the volunteers 

and people who worship and help out in one way or another, we make this 

community into what it is today. We do not celebrate a church building or a 

pastoral program, but Christ living among us. Long live the Church of Our 

Saviour!                                                                         

                                                                                               - Fr. Sjaak 

Church in Aloysius College 

Church of Our Saviour 

1 Euro paid for the church building  



SNAPSHOTS OF THE PAST TEN YEARS! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         
 

  
 

 

 

 

 


