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THIS WEEK’S AGENDA
11.30
19.30
19.00

Sunday, 2 September
09.00 Choir Rehearsal
09.00 COS Lunchroom Preparation

B-COS Dutch Conversation Class
Morning Choir Rehearsal, Atrium
Liturgy Committee Meeting at
Pastor’s home
Justice and Peace, COS Loft

10.00

MASS

11:00
11.00
12:00
12.30
13.00
16.30
16.30

Fairtrade Open
COS Lunchroom
Baptisms
Private Rental/COS Loft
KKI Mass, Church/Atrium
Choir Rehearsal
Confession

19.30

17.30

MASS

20.30

Alumni Meeting

Thursday, 6 September
09.00 Private rental, Room 4
12.00 AA Group Meeting, COS Loft
13.00 10th Wedding Anniversary of Jaap
& Aline
19.30 Food Fair Meeting, Room 3

Wednesday, 5 September
OFFICE CLOSED
10.00 Maintenance Team
12.30 Dutch Mass, Chapel
19.00 SA Meeting, Room 3

Monday, 3 September
Memorial of Saint Gregory
Church Organ Maintenance until 5 Oct.
14.30 Pax et Bonum Meeting
19.00 COSYP Potluck at Pastor’s home
Tuesday, 4 September
09.30 Soup Kitchen Rotterdam

Friday, 7 September
10.00 British Club, Bar
13.00 Wedding of Marcel & Slavia
18.30 Brazil National Day Reception

Saturday, 8 September
Feast of the Nativity of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
09.00 Private rental, Room 5
09.00 Soul Kitchen Preparation
10.00-14.00 Parish Board Meeting
12.00 Private Rental, Room 1
18.00 Soul Kitchen Dinner
Sunday, 9 September
Meet the Parish Sunday
09.00 Choir Rehearsal
09.00 COS Lunchroom Preparation

10.00

MASS + Baptism + Meet the Parish

11.00
16.15
16.30

COS Lunchroom
Choir Rehearsal
Confession

17.30

MASS + Meet the Parish

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Psalm Response: “The one who does justice will live in the presence of the Lord”.
Readings:

DT 4:1-2, 6-8. JAS 1:17-18, 21B-22, 27. MK 17:1-8, 14-15, 21-23

IS IT WORTH STAYING WITH THE CHURCH?
Pope Francis is under attack, the Church as we know it shows
aspects about herself that we never thought were possible.
In 1983, when I committed myself to the Church for life, I had
never heard about child abuse or sensed anything in that direction
in the seminary. Later, you hear testimonies and meet with victims
who have suffered this enormous pain quietly for years. It ruined
their lives and affected the people around them. ‘Married’ to the
Church, I got to know my bride along the way in a very different
light. It would be enough reason to ask for an annulment…
Like many other Catholics I also wondered: Is it worth staying in
such an institution? Is it worth dedicating my life and time to it?
As believers, do we need the Church?

So far, I have made the decision to stick with it, in spite of all the
imperfections and wrongs that we encounter in the institution.
In spite of all the politics between conservative and progressive
cardinals and bishops, and in spite of all the pain, criticism, and
gossip that try to undermine good pastors, I stay.
Why? Because good people like Pope Francis do their utmost best
to heal, to reconcile, and to improve the church and the world.
Also, because in thousands of communities like ours, the vast
majority of believers are incredible volunteers and generous friends
to the poor and the needy, without ever counting the cost.

Do we need a church to be a believer? Strictly speaking no, but
where there are two or three people gathered together in God’s
Like the Pope, priests are also under a lot of criticism from inside name, there we do experience God’s presence in a way that no one
and outside the Church. Trying to do our daily job well requires
individual can. In the Church, I see and meet many beautiful people
a lot of energy and commitment. In many cases, it gives very little who do just that – they make God visible and present in a way that
reward. In the secular world, many priests work in empty churches by myself, I could never experience.
and face lots of obstacles. The expectations are extremely high
and quite a few pastors burn out under the pressure. I hear many
Thank you all for being there in good times and in bad. The people
colleagues who feel lonely and unappreciated. How do we remain are the Church and with that bride, it is worth staying.
standing within such a difficult work environment and speak with
enthusiasm, inspiration, and passion every Sunday?
It is not the church that Christ had in mind, but this is what we
made of it. We can also make it better. Let us continue to do good
Speaking for myself, I have the privilege to work in a vibrant
and pray for each other and especially for our Pope Francis, who at
community and feel very much appreciated. At the same time,
his age, has so much on his plate.
I do of course experience the difficulties of the Church
around us.
-Fr. Sjaak

MEET THE PARISH
The opening of the new pastoral year takes place next Sunday, 9 September, when all group and event coordinators will present
themselves and their programs to the parishioners for volunteer registration. Stands will be placed in the church galleries to facilitate the
‘Meet and Greet’ coordination. Please consider volunteering for one of the many opportunities to serve the parish.
To all group and event coordinators, please get your plans and agendas ready, and inform the office if you need a table by
Tuesday, 4 September.
MIVA DOOR COLLECTION LAST SUNDAY
Your donations amounted to € 392,82- Thank you!
The CHRISTIAN MEDITATION GROUP will resume its weekly
meetings in the Day Chapel as of next Wednesday, 5 September,
at 19.30. For anyone who is interested in this form of Christian
prayer, please note that a 5-week Introductory Course will begin on
Saturday, 22 September at 09.30. The meetings generally last one
hour. For more information please contact Odile van der Hoff at
odilevanderhoff@gmail.com.

CONFIRMATION
Students aged 14-18 who have yet to be confirmed, are cordially
invited to register at the RE desk after morning mass for
Confirmation Preparation for the 2018-2019 school year. This is
the sacrament by which Catholics receive a special outpouring of
grace by the Holy Spirit, strengthening their relationship to God,
their Catholic faith, and their ability to witness Christ throughout
their lives. Meetings are held on select Sunday evenings after 17.30
mass. Confirmed adult and teen volunteers are also needed to help
the program run smoothly. If you are interested in volunteering
your time and talent, please contact Confirmation Coordinator,
Aimee Hartwell, at aimeehartwell@hotmail.com.
SOUL KITCHEN DINNER ON SATURDAY, 8 SEPTEMBER
We welcome your participation in the upcoming Soul Kitchen
dinner for our COS Refugee Hand-in-Hand project which will
feature Filipino food prepared by members of our community. It
promises to be a great evening! If you would like to know more
about how to volunteer, kindly contact Saki Lee (volunteer
coordinator) at sakilee@gmail.com or Anthony Heinsbroek
(COS Refugee project coordinator) at
heinsbroekanthony@gmail.com
NON-PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS
(Please note – adverts are placed in this section as a service to our
parishioners or to let people know of activities in the region that might
be of interest. They are NOT an endorsement of people offering
services, organizations mentioned, or goods or accommodations being
offered.)

HUYGENS FESTIVAL 2018 ON 7-9 SEPTEMBER
The Huygens Festival, with a large diversity
of classical music, takes place this year in
Huygenskwartier, Voorburg. The 3-day long festival offers a
programme developed for and performed by the youth, as well as
a podium for both amateur and top musicians. Although the focus
is on classical music, it also aims to be broad, innovative, and
surprising. Besides young musicians from Poland and the Czech
Republic, there will also be a performance by a delegation of
young Hungarian musicians who will also perform with young
Dutch musicians on Sunday afternoon. A total of thirty-five
concerts/performances can be enjoyed in the Oude Kerk, the
French Church, Museum Swaensteyn, Huygens' Hofwijck and in
shops around the Huygenskwartier. Entrance is free!
For more information, visit www.huygensfestival.nl.
LOOKING FOR AN APARTMENT TO RENT
We are an employed, non-smoking Christian couple with no
children or pets, looking for an apartment to rent in The
Hague/Rotterdam area. On our wish list are: 30-40 m2, one living
room/ one bedroom, and half or fully furnished. Our budget is a
maximum of €800 (incl GWE). Please email us at
anastasia.egbedi@gmail.com or ajlexy70@gmail.com.
Thank you!

The RE desk is open for registration
in the atrium after the Sunday morning mass.

